
Summary
This sermon examines the seven letters to the churches in Revelation 3, focusing on how Jesus reveals

truth about the church through these diagnostic letters. The pastor emphasizes that these letters are not

church improvement memos but rather reveal how churches can drift from faithfulness when influenced

by evil spirits masquerading as the Spirit of God. Each of the seven churches represents different ways

modern congregations can be led astray: Ephesus abandoned love for doctrinal gatekeeping, Smyrna

faced self-serving consumerism, Pergamum and Thyatira compromised through accommodation and

privatized faith, Sardis lived in comfortable nostalgia, Laodicea became self-sufficient and lukewarm,

while Philadelphia faced fear despite their faithfulness. The central message warns that churches often

confuse the spirits of the beast with the Spirit of God, leading them to lock Jesus himself out of their

congregations while believing they are serving Him faithfully.

Intro Prayer
Father, as we gather together today to study Your Word and examine our hearts, we ask that You would

open our minds and spirits to what You want us to learn. Help us to be honest about where we are as

individuals and as a church body. Give us the courage to face difficult truths about ourselves and the

wisdom to discern Your true Spirit from the false spirits that would lead us astray. We pray that You would

speak to each heart here today and show us how to surrender more fully to You. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What is one tradition or 'way of doing things' from your childhood that you still hold onto today, and why

is it meaningful to you?

Key Verses
Revelation 3:1-6

Revelation 3:7-13

Revelation 3:14-22



Questions
Which of the seven churches described in this passage do you think most closely resembles

churches you've experienced, and why?

The pastor mentioned that we often try to 'tame' or 'domesticate' God. What are some ways you've

seen this happen in church culture or in your own faith journey?

How can we tell the difference between being influenced by the Holy Spirit versus being influenced

by 'spirits of the beast' that masquerade as God's Spirit?

The church in Ephesus was criticized for abandoning their 'first love' while maintaining correct

doctrine. How can a church or individual maintain both doctrinal faithfulness and genuine love?

What does it mean for a church to 'privatize' their faith like Thyatira did, and how might this look in

modern church culture?

The church in Sardis was described as having 'a name of being alive, but you are dead.' What are

some signs that a church might be spiritually dead despite appearing active?

Philadelphia was small but faithful, while Laodicea was wealthy but lukewarm. What does this

teach us about the relationship between size, resources, and spiritual health?

How can we as a church body hold each other accountable while still showing grace and love to

those who are struggling?

Life Application
This week, spend time in honest self-examination asking God to reveal any areas where you might be

confusing worldly spirits with His Spirit. Choose one specific area where you need to surrender more

fully to Christ, whether it's fear, pride, comfort, or compromise, and take one concrete step toward

repentance and change.

Key Takeaways
Jesus writes to the angels of the churches, revealing that spiritual forces greatly influence how

churches behave and operate

Each of the seven churches represents different ways congregations can drift from faithfulness

while believing they are serving God

Evil spirits often masquerade as the Spirit of God, leading churches to lock Jesus out while thinking

they are protecting or serving Him



Common church problems include doctrinal gatekeeping without love, self-serving consumerism,

compromise for comfort, privatized faith, nostalgic apathy, and self-sufficient lukewarmness

True spiritual health requires surrendering everything to Christ, testing the spirits, and being willing

to face difficult truths about ourselves

Ending Prayer
Lord Jesus, we thank You for Your faithfulness in revealing truth to us, even when it's difficult to hear.

Help us to be a church that truly surrenders everything to You, not just in word but in deed. Give us the

courage to confess our flaws and failings, and the wisdom to discern Your true Spirit from the false spirits

that would lead us astray. May we never lock You out of our church or our hearts in our efforts to serve

You. Transform us by Your perfect love, cast out our fears, and help us to live as faithful witnesses of

Your gospel. We surrender ourselves completely to You, trusting in Your goodness and love. In Your

precious name we pray, Amen.


